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Köppen Classification Categories



The Climate Game
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Letter
Coastal/
Continental Latitude (T,M,P)

Moisture 
(mcETP)

Wind 
(W,E,R)

Precip(see 
below)

Peak Insolation 
(June, Dec)

Climate type
(A,B,C,D,E)

Coastal Tropical mP West Variable June A
Continental Mid-latitude mT East High December B

Polar mE Reversing Low Mar/Sept C
cP Rain D
cT Snow E
cE Dry
cAA Wet

Summer wet
Winter wet

Example

N Coastal Mid-Latitude mP West

Low/winter
wet/summer 
dry/rain June C



Homework 2
Question 1



Question 2:
E, F, G, H, I – Locations 



Climographs



Windward vs. Leeward Side of 
a Mountain

Orographic precipitation

Adiabatic Air temperature 
changes

The figure above illustrates
rainfall variations
associated with variation in
topography along a
transect from the
California coast at Santa
Cruz, across the coast
ranges and the Central
Valley and across the Sierra
Nevada Range into Owens
Valley near Bishop.



Vapor pressure or equilibrium vapor
pressure is defined as the pressure
exerted by a vapor in thermodynamic
equilibrium with its condensed
phases (solid or liquid) at a given
temperature in a closed system. The
equilibrium vapor pressure is an
indication of a liquid's evaporation
rate.



As for one unit air,
rising adiabatically
the same height, the
temperature of
moist air will
increase slower than
that of dry air.






