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Abstract:
Most part of Brazilian population and gross national product production is concentrated on Southeast 
Brazil. This region is directly affected by the South America Monsoon System (SAMS) and its main 
feature, the South Atlantic Convergence Zone (SACZ). Together, they are responsible for the 
concentration of the major part of annual rainfall during austral spring and summer, with heavy social 
and economic impacts. Some recent studies show that the intensity of SACZ-related events is 
experiencing a linear increase since the last 60 years. Given this scenario, my research focus in 
understanding how the SACZ affects the natural disaster’s occurrence in Southeast Brazil. 
Furthermore, I wish to understand which is the role of urban growth in the population’s exposure to 
these disasters and if this growth is occurring toward high-risk areas.
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