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Abstract 
No longer dismissed as ‘the data glut’, the growing availability of current, accessible, high 
quality data on potentially everything that may be counted, measured, weighed, tracked, timed, 
photographed, or located is justly celebrated as a great achievement of our era. Coupled with 
what seems to be unlimited computational power and information-transmitting connectivity, the 
global data bonanza promises to raise the threshold of what can be known. An ambitious billion-
euro initiative was recently announced in the EU, aiming to create a simulator that can replicate 
and predict every process of interest on earth based on the assumption of ubiquitous data. I will 
present some reflections on data-driven megaprojects of this kind, and, using some of my recent 
work as a thinking aid, I will suggest that new kinds of models may be needed to support the 
fundamentally new research paradigms that appear to be emerging. 
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