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Abstract:

Activists in the Argentine human rights movement are involved in efforts to create a network of
places of memory and commemoration in Buenos Aires. These efforts are related to broader
ideas about “place rights”, namely, rights to have and make places for representation and
progressive citizenship in the city. To justify the need for new places of memory, activists and
NGOs draw connections to events of the recent past, in particular the disappearances of tens of
thousands of people in Argentina in the late 1970s as a result of state-sponsored terrorism.
Because the disappeared were robbed of their right to exist, places of memory focusing both on
their experiences and on the continuing struggle for human rights are seen as a kind of
progressive urban intervention that begins to remedy the wounds of the recent past. A critical
analysis of conflicts over the design and construction of places of memory in Buenos Aires
invites reflection on the ways in the city becomes a key player in the crucial task of remembering
and of creating collective historical memory for future generations.
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