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Abstract: While humans have migrated throughout history to improve their economic and social 
conditions, the scale and intensity of such migrations has reached unprecedented levels. The act 
of migration along with the concomitant return flow of remitted income have broad ranging 
impacts on migrant-sending communities and households. This presentation will discuss how 
migration from Central America to the United States and the subsequent return of remittances to 
migrant-sending households influence two measures of community development: fertility and 
agriculture. Specifically, are Central American migrants adopting and diffusing the lower 
fertility norms practiced in the United States? And, do migrant-sending household continue to 
practice physically-demanding subsistence agriculture or do remittances allow them to transition 
to other forms of employment? 
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