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Abstract:

Conflicts about wildlife conservation have been common in the United States for more
than a century. Yet, wildlife debates are often about much more than the species
themselves. Throughout this time, wild animals have served as both surrogates and
scapegoats--proxies for larger struggles over race, class, gender, property, development,
and access to and control over lands and natural resources. Why do people use wildlife
to fight about these broader social and environmental issues? My talk will explore this
question through the history of endangered species loss and conservation and California,
from the grizzly bear in the 19th century to the delta smelt in the 21* century.
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