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Conclusions

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, or LEED,
is a tool to rate the environmental performance of a building.
Created by the US Green Building Council (USGBC) in
2000, LEED offers a progressive rating system (certified,
silver, gold, and platinum) for projects that can be carried
out at any stage of a buildings life.

As LEED becomes increasingly popular in the United
States, there are many factors that must be considered to
better understand why certain states and regions have
higher rates of certified gross square footage (GSF) of all
certified projects per capita than others. When looking at
income, there is a visible positive correlation between the
values. We will use the USGBC's Top 10* States and
compare GSF per Capita to GDP per Capita. to find positive
correlation in the year 2016.

LEED can be an expensive process and is often the first
barrier to possible adopters. As can be seen in LEED’s
explanation of the top 10 and the charts to the side, states
with the greatest GSF often also have a larger GDP.

This can also be seen in comparing regions to one another.
The West has a GDP that exceeds the midwest by 400
billion and has nearly double the GSF.

There also appears to be a correlation between the
consistency of LEED GSF per capita and the presence of a
larger metropolitan area. As there is greater demand by the
urban industries for these services (and greater wealth)
LEED would naturally follow this pattern seen below. Rural
areas, especially the patch in the midwest, illustrate the
antithesis of this effect. When there is a higher rate of rural
population, there is less demand (and resources) for LEED.
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Map illustrating Gross Square Footage of LEED projects per capita labeled with GDP per capita per the contiguous 48 states




